CURRICULUM

The Comprehensive Course for Accessing 2020 Census Redistricting Data
Explore and learn the different methods to access P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Data.

Part 1

Introduction:
Learn about what this course teaches and how the course uses learning pathways so

you can customize your learning experiences and topics.
LINK https://youtu.be/gJFcVem4kYs

Lesson 1: What is Redistricting? The 2020 Census and the Redistricting Data
Program

Learn brief background information on the 2020 Census, how it relates to redistricting, and the
purpose of the Redistricting Data Program. Then we review the five phases of the Redistricting
Data Program to provide an understanding of how the Census Bureau complies with Public Law

94-171 to provide the data they need to perform redistricting.
LINK https://youtu.be/hE6AITu69yc

Lesson 2: Understanding the Data. What are the P.L. 94-171 Data Files, Topics, and
Geographies?

By the end of this lesson, you will understand what data is available in the redistricting data
files. We will go over the subjects (or topics) in detail and list the available geographies and
geographic support products. Discover the uses for redistricting data by state and local
governments as well as other potential uses for redistricting data.

LINK https://youtu.be/mzOuSwTYhrc

Lesson 3: Ways to Access Redistricting Data

To wrap up Part 1 of this course, we will discuss the methods and formats for
accessing redistricting data to help you understand what method or format supports
your needs. This course will also touch on do’s and don’ts for comparing 2010 and
2020 Decennial Census data. We will also share information about resources, including

the software and hardware you may need to complete your data analysis.
LINK https://youtu.be/88HjQ0rWi5U
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Part 2

Pathway 1: File Transfer Protocol (FTP) (Lessons 4-8)

Lesson 4: Accessing the Data

In this lesson, you will learn where to find the complete P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Data
Files for all states, ready for download. You will also learn about the critical resources
available to help you successfully access and use these data. Last, you learn about the
Prototype Data — Legacy Summary File (2020 Style) used for demonstration in this
course.

LINK https://youtu.be/y-hlegQmGBA

Lesson 5: Downloading the Files

In this lesson you will learn two critical steps:

1. How to download the Redistricting Data Files and the Microsoft Access
Database Shell.

2. How to get your files ready to be imported into the database.

LINK https://youtu.be/vntLvfUeZ5c

Lesson 6: Importing to Build Your Database

In this lesson we will demonstrate step-by-step how to import the Redistricting Data
Files to build your database.

LINK https://youtu.be/WGDG14gzcnk

Lesson 7: Using Queries to Extract the Data

In this lesson we will demonstrate how to extract the Redistricting Data Files using the
pre-created queries. You will also learn how to customize the queries to extract data
for different geographies and topics. Last, we will show you how to export the data.
LINK https://youtu.be/dREe1R-KEV(Q
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Lesson 8: Setting Up for Analysis

In this lesson, we help you get ready to analyze your data. We will go over some critical
elements of your table and share some tips about working with the metadata and
creating a simple data visualization.

LINK https://youtu.be/A9Thw2n687M

Pathway 2: Interactive Data Visualizations and Tools

Lesson 9: Using Interactive Data Visualization

Data Visualizations are a great way to easily find statistics and identify trends. This
lesson will introduce several visualizations that will help you visualize 2020 Census
data for your state and county. You will learn about the features of each visualization
which focus on a variety of topics such as population, race, Hispanic origin, age,
housing, diversity, and group quarters.

LINK https://youtu.be/CwC44scjEyM

Pathway 3: data.census.gov

Lesson 10: Accessing 2020 Census Redistricting Data on data.census.gov

The Census Bureau released 2020 P.L. 94-171 Redistricting Data through
data.census.gov, the Census Bureau's main dissemination platform, in September of
2021. In this lesson, we show you various examples of how to access Redistricting
Data tables (ex. housing population counts), apply filters to find a geography (ex.
block-level), customize tables, view maps, visualize data, compare Decennial Census
data, and more. We also cover features available on data.census.gov, to help make
your data search easier and more efficient.

LINK https://youtu.be/HSNTQK-OCwc
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Pathway 4: Census Application Programing Interface (API)

Lesson 11: Accessing 2020 Census Redistricting Data Through the Census Data API:
Single Estimates

The Census API allows data users to extract cell-level data to create their own data
products such as mobile or web applications and dashboards. In this lesson, you will
learn core concepts needed to extract 2020 P.L. 94-171 redistricting data. We will then

demonstrate how to pull 2020 Redistricting Data for a single estimate.
Access the Census Reference Files:
https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-files.html

LINK https://youtu.be/vv4MZgggHe8

Lesson 12: Accessing 2020 Census Redistricting Data Through the Census Data API:
Tables and Group Calls

Further your knowledge about how to make a 2020 Census redistricting data API call
by modifying an existing API call to include a group call. In this lesson, we construct a

group call for all congressional districts in a state.
Access the Census Reference Files:
https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-files.html

LINK https://youtu.be/vZsW522m_j0
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